TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
Economic Development Commission

Regular Meeting, June 18, 2013, 6:30 p.m.
Town Hall Meeting Room
MINUTES - DRAFT
Present:  Chair Cindy Rooth, Jamie Bell (arrived 7:26 p.m.), James Gooch and Dan Tegolini.  
Also Present:  Town Manager Michael Maniscalco, Recording Clerk Jennifer Carducci and members of the public. 
1.  Call to Order
As a point of order Chair Rooth did not call this regular meeting to order, since there was only three (3) members present; however, Ms. Bell was expected to arrive late; at which time the meeting will officially be called to order.  Discussions of routine matters began at 6:38 p.m.    

2.  Approval of Minutes:  May 21, 2013 Regular Meeting

This item will be discussed when quorum is attained.  
3.  Public Comments 

Melissa Guerrero was present to address the Commission.  She was issued a cease and desist by the Town, has accomplished all requested items.  She scaled back her grand opening to a family bbq event.  
4.  Town Manager Report 
Town Manager Maniscalco reported there is an electric vehicle charging station in the municipal parking lot in the Village Center by the Airline Trail.  There will be a ribbon cutting this week and a locating sign will be installed.  A press release will go out soon.  
Kathy Tegolini asked if there are any plans for mobile device power stations.  Town Manager stated that during times when the high school is open for shelter/services during emergencies, stations are set up at the High School and Library.
Town Manager Maniscalco reported the Library is heading the project to upgrade the web site (and the EDC web page) which EDC helped fund; completion date 7-1-13.  

Town Manager Maniscalco spoke of a committee formation of a Right to Farm Ordinance in Town that would refer to State Statute.  (The farm must be commercial (have to be making money by services and/or goods.)  Staff has been looking for direction in the event of inquiries or complaints.    
Also spoken of at the last Town Council meeting was a C-Pace Program.  EDC may want to weigh in on this.  Businesses can go to energy audit (they finance upgrade).  The Council would have to enact a resolution.   The Council will hear a presentation Tuesday.
Town Manager Maniscalco informed the Commission there will be an FOI Workshop on Thursday.  All staff, committee members, Board members, Agencies, etc. are welcome to attend.  It will be held at the Middle School Commons.  Tom Hennick of FOI Commission and Town Attorney will be presenting.  All are encouraged to attend.  
5.  Presentation - None
6.  Old Business

a.  Guerrero Horse Farm 

Melissa Guerrero spoke to the Commission regarding a complaint received by the Town regarding her business.  The Town did not record the complainant and had no record of the name or the nature of the complaint.  Ms. Guerrero spoke to James Carey, Building Department.  She will be appearing at a hearing with P&Z on 7-3-13 to discuss re-zoning/re-mapping; Commercial Stable License.  A review of the zoning ordinances would have revealed this situation.   
Chair Rooth stated she could write a letter of support.  Ms. Guerrero will visit with Chatham Health and will have a meeting with the Police Chief.  It was suggested that she talk to the neighbors.  When Ms. Bell arrives and if there is a positive vote to write a letter of support, it will be done.  
b.  Discussion and Recommendation of Draft Assessment Deferral Ordinance
Chair Rooth emailed draft to all members for tonight’s discussion.  

Ms. Rooth mentioned the guidelines for the Design Review Board.  Town Manager Maniscalco indicated that a Board would be reformed.  A copy of their guidelines will be circulated.  (See Attachments 6b – 1 and 2.)

Ms. Rooth read aloud the objectives outline for the business incentive.  A rubric, with points will be given, and the highest amount of points would get the largest rebate.  

(7:26 p.m. – Ms. Bell arrived).  At this time, 7:27 p.m., the meeting was Called to Order with all members present.  

A detailed discussion ensued regarding criteria, points, uses, etc. A workshop was scheduled for 7-2-13 at 6:30 (location to be determined) to continue work on this item.  
7.  New Business
a.  Tax Deferral Application – 265 West High Street
Mr. Cutler was present to speak with the Commission.  The project is still ready, done borings, etc.  Funding is ready to go.  Mr. Cutler discussed the assessment, market assessment, feasibility study which was done.  His new operation will employ less than 20 jobs; 70% being full time.  

Ms. Bell made a motion to accept the tax deferment application and recommend to the Town Council to accept it; seconded by Mr. Tegolini; Vote: Yes: 4; No: 0; Abstain: 0; motion passed.  

b. Business of the Month Sign
Ms. Bell questioned whether or not there was written criteria.  There has not been any information found.  Chair Rooth will search her old emails for criteria.  
c. EDC Budget Update

After discussions of the budget at present and the procedures necessary, it was decided that inadequate time exists for any more expenditures.  
Mr. Gooch made a motion to return the balance in our accounts to the general budge; seconded by Mr. Tegolini; Vote: Yes: 4; No: 0; Abstain: 0, motion passed.   

d.  Discussion of Recommendation to P & Z Regarding Zoning on Main Street
After discussion, a motion was made by Ms. Bell for a recommendation for EDC to draft a letter to P&Z regarding the POR Zone; with the justification for recommendation and report back to this Commission; seconded by Mr. Gooch, Vote: Yes: 4; No: 0; Abstain: 0, motion passed.  

8.  Discussion of Specialty Work Groups
1. Business Retention

2. Business Development

3. Policy Review

4. Quality of Life 

Chair Rooth made a motion the discussion regarding Specialty Work Groups be tabled until the next meeting, seconded by Mr. Gooch; Vote: Yes: 4; No: 0; Abstain: 0, motion passed.   

Mr. Tegolini made a motion to approve the minutes of the May 21, 2013 meeting; seconded by Mr. Gooch; Vote: Yes: 4; No: 0; Abstain: 0, motion passed. 
A motion  was made by Mr. Tegolini that EDC supply a letter of support for Guerrero Horse Farm, pending any legal issues that affect the business, seconded by Ms. Bell, Vote: Yes: 4, No: 0; motion passed.  

8. Public Comments 
Kathy Tegolini asked a question regarding tax abatement criteria; expanding existing business/upgrade.

A member of the public, and P&Z liaison, commented on the EDC not just trying to spend the balance of money since it was left.  Ms. Bell commented that we should

9  Adjournment
There being no further business to be conducted, a motion was made by Mr. Tegolini  to adjourn this regular meeting, seconded by Ms. Bell.  Meeting adjourned at 7:53 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Carducci 

Recording Clerk 
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